
-- Gordon Hoffert

Each winter I look forward to having 
fire burning in our wood stove on bit-
terly cold days and long evenings. The 
heat is not only a good supplement to 
the furnace, it just feels better, warmer. 
And the ever-changing flames dancing 
in the fire box are a constant invitation 
to reflection and meditation. No two 
fires are exactly alike.

One day’s burn, of course, leaves 
a pile of ashes and coals that have to 
be removed to make room for the next 
fire. But this chore is one I look for-
ward to, because the next fire will not 
only bring comforting warmth, it will 
have its own unique look and feel.

There are always live coals that con-
tinue to burn well into the next day un-
der a layer of ash. Slight warmth on the 
top of the stove alerts me to the faint 
smoldering coals inside. I’m careful 
to place them into a metal canister and 
cover it tightly with a lid to smother 
the fire. Only after the ashes have been 
in the can for many hours do I pour the 
ashes into a sack and place them in the 
trash. But I learned this lesson after ex-
periencing a near disaster.

After an evening fire, I took a break 
from burning and the ashes stayed in 
the stove for several days. It was long 
enough for any lingering embers to be 
fully extinguished, or so I thought. I 
shoveled out the firebox, putting the 
contents directly into a paper bag. I 
placed the bag just outside the back 
door, intending to toss it into the trash 
the next day. I stepped out the next 

morning and felt a wave of surprise, 
shock and relief flooding over me. The 
fire that had seemed so dead had con-
tinued to burn. Imperceptible sparks 
had fed off a minimum of oxygen and 
neatly consumed the entire top of the 
sack.

Almost 2000 years ago Roman sol-
diers removed a man from a cross after 
an execution. The broken body of Je-
sus was then placed into a tomb which 
was sealed and guarded. Days passed. 
Then life burst out of the place which 
harbored darkness and death. The Spir-
it of life had returned to a lifeless body. 
Through Jesus’ resurrection we know 
that death has been administered a re-
sounding defeat. Hope prevails even 
when the prospects of a future have 
died out. We are often poor predictors 
of what God can make possible. It only 
takes a spark.
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Worship – 10:00 am
Sunday School – 9:15 am

  
Fellowship Meal
3rd Sunday each month

Mission Outreach
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May – Children’s Vision Int.

Coming events
Maundy Thursday, April 17, 
6:30 pm –Love Feast
Easter Sunday—April 20th
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An undaunted spark

-- Fran Bockenhauer

What happens when you take a pair of “crafty” sisters 
and supply them with craft materials?  The result can be 
pretty amazing –“ Because we care.”  This summation fits 
Pat Bollinger and her sister, Freida Sweigart who do what 
they so dearly love to do as they look toward helping other 
people.  “Because we care” is the name they selected to 
use as they display their beautiful handiwork – from quilts, 
to gift bags, mug rugs, counted cross stitch, crocheted and 
knitted items, wreaths and more.

Their early lives were spent in Pennsylvania.  In 1979 
Pat and her husband, Mike, moved to Winona County with 
other family members to farm.  That same summer, the 
trailer they settled in, had its roof torn off by a tornado.  
In spite of that incident, Freida and their parents moved 
northwest to join them the next year.  Their mother taught 
both of the girls how to knit, and Pat taught Freida the 
basics of crocheting.   The rest of what they do has grown 
out of their desire to create beautiful handicrafts from left 
overs and the cheapest materials they can find on sales, at 
auctions, and any place they can get a good deal.  In turn, 
they donate handicrafts to benefits (Fools Five auction and 
families in need of help), and also buy table space at craft 
shows that allow them to show their wares for a low fee.  
Donations of craft materials are always welcome, and are 

greatly appreciated so they can keep their costs as 
low as possible.

The very best part is that since January 2013 they give 
half of the proceeds they earn to a charity.  The remaining 
half is used to purchase more supplies.   They do this be-
cause they care and want to help people.  And to top it all 
off they truly enjoy the time they spend working together, 
chatting as they hand craft works of art.

Their supply room is neatly organized with many types 
of items including fabric, thread and other sewing necessi-
ties, yarn and knitting needles, crochet hooks and thread, 
as well as artificial flowers to use in wreaths and wall 
hangings.  Pat’s sewing machine that she has had since age 
16 stands ready for use.

Freida has known since age 10 that doing crafts is one 
of her favorite ways to pass time, and says, “I’ve always 
dabbled.”  Pat didn’t start until about 4 years ago.  But 
once she started, there is no stop-
ping her.  She especially delights 
in doing counted cross stitch, and 
more recently is making cloth gift 
bags. Pat has been crocheting doll 
blankets and pillows for several 
years.  She buys dolls for them, and 
Freida has been delivering them to 
the Women’s Resource center in 
Winona in time for Christmas.

Before the Lewiston Villa closed, 
they went to the activity director and 

asked if they had any residents that did not have any family 
or visitors.  Pat and Freida visited the woman he suggested 
and found her room to be void of any colorful decorations.  
It was agreed that she could use a quilt, so together they 
made her a comforter and delivered it about a month before 
the nursing home doors were locked permanently.

In the summer Pat sells fresh produce as well as crafts at 
the Rushford Farmers Market, and the Amish Market sells 
some of her produce.

From the craft proceeds they donate to Grace Place, the 
Women’s Resource Center and the Salvation Army.  With-
out a doubt, they are doing the Lord’s work, and blessing 
other people with the products of their talents, and it’s all 
– “Because we care.”                                           
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Because we care

Christmas wreaths

At left, Pat shows off a pillow and blanket she crocheted. 
At Right Freida displays a Barbie outfit she made.

At left, Because We Care is both 
motivation and  logo of this duo. Above, Pat 
at left and Freida show off their first quilt.

In my heart the Spirit
lies waiting to be used
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In the early centuries Lent was primarily a 
time for Christian converts to make their fi-
nal, intensive preparation for baptism.  All 
these years later it is still a season of renewal 
through reflection on the life of Jesus.

The theme for this season, beginning March 
5, will be “Encountering God”.  This has a 
dual emphasis ---something we do, and also an 
adjective describing an attribute of God.  

Both in our own lives and in the lives of the 
people in the scripture texts, this season invites 

us to reflect on encounters with the encounter-
ing God who changes lives.

The second part of the theme is “What have 
we witnessed?” – also a double focus:  both 
what we have seen(been witnesses of) and 
what we have told others (witnessed to).  Char-
acters in our scripture stories will encourage 
us to notice what is happening in and around 
us and to share with others our encounters with 
God.
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-- Fran Bockenhauer

Even with the cold weather that’s plaguing us this year, 
it’s obvious more people are out running and walking to 
prepare for the Fools Five Road Race coming up Sunday 
afternoon, April 6th.  This will be the 36th annual event 
and proceeds are donated to support local cancer research.   
Last year’s race participants numbered 3,106, and we 
anticipate a larger crowd this year if we are blessed with 
good weather.

Friday night, April 4th, the Live and Silent Auctions will 
be held at the Lewiston Commun-ity Center.  Silent Auc-
tion hours are 5 – 8 p.m., with the Live Auction beginning 
at 6 p.m.  Due to the growth of the race we have added an 
additional race packet pick-up on Saturday afternoon from 
1pm-4pm at the high school “B” gym.  You may also pick 
up racing packets on Sunday morn-
ing from 9 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m.  The race will 
begin at the 
east end 

of Main Street at 1 p.m. on Sunday.  Immediately follow-
ing, as young people return from the race, they are invited 
to participate in kids’ activities in the “C” gym.

The Misty Mountain Boys will be entertaining with 
bluegrass music in the “B” gym from 1:30 p.m. until the 
awards program begins at 2:30 p.m.  Everyone is urged to 
stay for the awards program--receive any trophies or med-
als they have earned and hear the messages to be shared.

A man racing against time best describes the guest 
speaker this year.  Iram J. Leon, is a 33-year-old runner 
from Austin, Texas.  On November 5, 2010, Iram had the 
first of many seizures during a lunch break while he was 
working as a probation officer for juveniles.  The diagno-
sis was grade 2 diffuse astrocytoma in the left temporal 
lobe, a relentless and intrusive form of brain cancer that 
carries a survival period from four to eight years.  Come 
and listen as he shares his story

The donated proceeds, via the Eagles Cancer Telethon, 
are used by Mayo Clinic – a not-for-profit medical prac-
tice dedicated to the diagnosis and treatment of virtually 
every type of complex illness; the Hormel Institute in 

Austin whose mission is to conduct research and provide 
education in the biological sciences with applications in 
medicine and agriculture; Masonic Cancer Center at the 
University of Minnesota – they foster their mission by 
creating a collaborative research environment focused on 
the causes, prevention, detection, and treatment of cancer.  
As well to Gundersen Health System in La Crosse, Wis-
consin, a physician-led, not for profit healthcare system 
including one of the nation’s largest multi-specialty group 
medical practices.

Donations toward cancer research are greatly appreciat-
ed. Any participant who raises at least $20 in pledges will 
be given a free T-shirt.  The public is urged to support the 
youth in their endeavor to raise funds for cancer research. 
Prizes will be awarded to elementary students who raise 
the most money.  

Walkers, runners and wheelchair participants are all wel-
come. You are all invited to get involved in some way.   
Get out some good walking or running shoes and be a part 
of the biggest annual event in Lewiston.

Lent 2014:
Encountering God: 
What have we witnessed?

36th Annual Fools Five April 6th in Lewiston

We’ll gather in informal home groups 
during Lent as we focus on the life of Je-
sus, using DVD series titled, “The Way: 
Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus” and 
“24 Hours that Changed the World”.  The 
sessions are filmed on location – the Jor-
dan River where Jesus was baptized and 
the wilderness where he was tempted, for 
example.

Adam Hamilton traveled to the Holy 
Land to let the Spirit fire up his imagina-
tion for these studies.  The result is a won-
derful reflection on the words and ways of 
Jesus.

Dates are Sunday evenings, March 9th, 
March 23rd and April 6th with locations to 
be announced.  For more information call 
the church office at 523-3117, and some-
one will answer your call.

  All are
        welcome
   to join us.

Lenten 
Home 
Groups

Singers form men’s chorus
A men’s chorus has recently been formed at the church. A group has provided occasional special music over 

the years, but now they want to be more intentional in singing on a regular basis. Their repertoire is composed 
mainly of gospel music with close harmonies. Members of the group include, left to right, Todd Cage, Cliff 

Bollinger, Tom Wirt, Roger Peckover, Gordon Hoffert. Not pictured: Ray Radatz and Jess Hoffert. The group is 
also open to welcoming new members. They are scheduled to sing next on March 16.

Congratulations Brad & Paula
Congratulations to Paula Schorn Hoffert and Brad Kirschenheiter who will be

married this spring.  We celebrate your joy with you.

Iram J. Leon


